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POVERTY: A HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE
The BIHR Poverty and Human Rights Project

BIHR’s poverty and human rights project is a pioneering programme of work that aims to address the lack of knowledge and understanding around human rights within UK civil society working on poverty, and to explore how a human rights based approach could usefully tackle these issues.

BIHR is directly working with six London-based voluntary and community sector organisations who work with and for people facing poverty or social injustice. For these groups - and the many others who fall through the gaps of other protection initiatives and legislation - human rights provide an essential safety net - but one that remains largely under-used in wider civil society.

Support provided by BIHR will enable these groups to use a human rights based approach to strengthen their voice and influence with policy makers. The capacity building will support the participants to:

• Understand human rights standards and legislation (international, regional and domestic) and how they relate to the particular issues faced by the communities they work with;

• Reframe the issues they are working on as rights issues;

• Identify who is responsible for promoting, respecting, protecting and fulfilling these rights;

• Develop an influencing plan aimed at a particular public service provider using relevant human rights standards and legislation;

• Develop human rights benchmarks and indicators to measure progress towards the desired aims and social impact;

Each group has already identified an immense range of complex issues that are faced by those they work with on a daily basis. The groups will prioritise one issue to

work on as part of the project.

Using our work with these six organisations as evidence, BIHR will develop a model for organisations working on poverty and related issues around the UK, including useful information and tools.

We will also continue to build consensus amongst the human rights and anti-poverty sector to promote more collaborative working and innovative ways of testing and exploring a human rights based approach to tackling UK poverty. ■
Where human rights could help

Examples of priority issues identified by the six organisations and people experiencing poverty who are working with BIHR on the Poverty and Human Rights project.

• A local authority waking homeless people in the middle of the night, conducting welfare checks and hosing down the area where they are sleeping to prevent them from staying there (organisation: Housing Justice)
• Discrimination in provision of health and housing /accommodation services to the Irish Traveller community (organisation: Irish Traveller Movement in Britain)
• Refusal of primary healthcare to failed asylum seekers (London Refugee Voice)
• ‘Human rights proofing’ of organisational policies and procedures for services Pecan provides to a range of client groups (organisation: Pecan)
• Social services refusing to support undocumented migrant families, threatening to take their children into care due to the family having no recourse to public funds (organisation: Praxis)
• Lack of joined up services resulting in high numbers of women becoming homeless on release from prison (organisation: Women In Prison).
